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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

re Patent Application of: 
Kuniyasu MATSUMOTO, et al. 

Application No.: 10/810,698 Group Art Unit: 2837 

Filed: March 29, 2004 Examiner: 

For: LAYING DEVICE FOR LAYING LINE ELEMENT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the 
subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record 
if it is deemed material to the examination of the subject application. 

1 . . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

1a. Form PTO-1 449. 

1b. [3 Copy(ies) of IDS citation(s), except for U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent 

Application publications for applications filed on or after June 30, 2003, in 
^ accordance with OG Notice of August 5, 2003. 
1c. [X] English language copy of a communication(s) from a foreign Patent Office 

or a PCT International Search Report. 
1d. □ English language translation (complete, Abstract or relevant portion(s)) 

attached to non-English language publications as indicated on the attached 

Form PTO-1 449. 

1e. □ Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1 (e), hereto) for 

_ providing a concise explanation of non-English publications. 
1f. □ List of Copending Applications (ATTACHMENT 1 (f), hereto). 
1g. □ List of Additional Submitted Documents (ATTACHMENT 1(g), hereto). 

2. £3 This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR § 1 .97(b): 

(Check either Item 2a or 2b or 2c or 2d) 
2a. Q Within three months of the filing date of a national application; 
2b. □ Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 

§ 1.491 in an international application. 
2c. |3 Before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; or 
2d. □ Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 

Continued Examination under § 1.114. 
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closes prosecution in the application, AND 

(Cfcec/c efftor «em 3a or 3 b; Item 3 b to be checked ,f 
any reference known for more than 3 months) 

•to n The § 1.97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is , applicable; OR 
3b. □ The $180.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR § 1.17(p) is. 

Q tobecharged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

r H TheTl W in Item 5 below Is appUcable; AND 

t. □ ?he$18000feesetforthin37CFR§1.17( P ).s. 

□ tobecharged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

D statement under* 1.97(e) 3a * * « 

U (Check either Item 5a or 5b) „.,„„„, 

,h 17 tfr 8 1 97(e)(1), it is stated that each item of 

information Disclosure Statement ^ nQ ^ of 

5b . □ in accordance wrth 37 CF^ WW. re statement was cited .n 

information contained in this i nronro ' t ffice in a counterpart foreign 
a communication from a foreign pate Jtonwni certification 
application and, to the knowledge of *ie Ration contained in this 
after making reasonable , mquiry. T. ^S^any individual designated 

!S(c)^ 
Disclosure Statement. 

6 . n This is a continuation/divisional/continuation-in-par, application under 37 CFR § 
1 ' 53(b) * (Check appropriate Items 6a and/or 6b) 

were previously cited in prior apphca t on Sena, no , 

6b D C^so„hepub,ica f ^ 

Revised July 2004 

©2003, 2004 Staas & Halsey LLP 
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D ™iii.«*«>^n*^^™ CFR,1 ' 114 ' 
(Check either Item 7a or 7b) 

7a n The Issue Fee has not been paid. . ffled 

£ y A PeMon to Withdraw from ,ssue under 37 CFR § Ti 

concurrently herewith or has^ b; e g rente djAR^ ^ ^ |ssue Fee „ 
Examination under 37 CFR § l.m. a v r respec tively. 
proper in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 ,n«W. 

n This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 
D Th.s.sasupp {Checke merltem8aor8b) ric , r , 7CFR§ 

8a □ This Supplemental ,nforma«onD~ 

8a ' U 1.97(f) supplements ' he '"'^"^^CFR § 1.98, but inadvertent 
bona fide attempt was made £ ™mp 7 w herem . 

9a . D satlsfi^^ 

■STSSSS San. S. 8th E d„ Re, 2, 
9b. □ set forth in the application . publication(s) indicated on the 

9 9c . □ satisfied for the no^^^ 

9d . □ endosed as Attachment 1(e), hereto. 



10. 



be, material to P^ b,ll ^nS Sn application or a PCT Intemabonal 
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Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Dated: Au gust 17. 2004 

1201 New York Ave., N.W., 7th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 
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DOCUMENT 
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DATE 
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TRANSLATION 
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ABSTRACT 




AG 


1 355 400 A1 


10/2003 


European Patent Office 
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European Patent Office 
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OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


TRANSLATION 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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